68         PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

practice the wool is held at some point between the
two ends, and as it hangs in something like a loop on
one of the cards, the teeth of the other one can only
comb the two loose ends, and cannot open the middle
of the staple until it has been moved from that position.
When it is in this looped condition there is the greatest
danger of breakage, and if two or more staples become
interlaced or " felted " through careless manipulation
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in the washing, or from any other cause, it is clear that
there may be two looped ends, with the loops lying in
opposite directions, so that when the cards move on one
another, the fibres of one staple are bound to give way
and be shortened.
In their second position, Fig. 14, the action of the
cards is entirely changed. The motion continues
exactly the same as before, but now that the handles
are together the wires all incline in the same direction,
and if A be moved towards X the teeth of B will hold